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Early on the morning of November 14th, 


Raphael Estevez, WA4ZZG, was awakened by | 


a telephone call from the Colombian editor of 
the Diario Las Americas, a Spanish language 
newspaper published in Miami. The paper is 
distributed all over the United States. Carlos 
said that something had come over the tele- 
printer about a natural disaster in Colombia. 


Raphael immediately activated the SIRA 
Emergency Communications Network (WB4ESB) 
on 14.155 Mhz. The Sodiedad Internacional de 
Radio Aficionados is a well-connected Spanish 
language amateur radio group based in Miami. 


First contacted was HK4RCA, the offi- 
cial station of the Radio Club of Antioquia 
located in Medellin, Colombia, about 25 miles 
from Armero, population 25,000. Raphael was 
told that an amateur in Armero had reported 
to another ham in Bogata on 146.22/.82 (2- 
meters) how water was coming in to his home 
and was now "up to his knees". The signal 
later went dead and his fate in unknown. Thus 
ham radio provided the first report of the 
aftermath of the eruption of Nevado del Ruiz, 
a voleanic mountain in the northern Andes. 


COLOMBIAN CITY BURIED IN MUD.... 


Colombia has many voleanos, but major 
eruptions are rare. When Nevado del Ruiz 
blew, its icecap melted unleashing torrents of 
water and mud down the Lagunilla (and other) 
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rivers. The deluge buried Armero. Estevez 
immediately notified the Colombian consulate 
in Miami and Houston and the Colombian 
Embassy in Washington when they opened for 
business. He may have been the first to tell 
them of the crisis. 


There was absolutely no communications 
coming out of Armero of any type ...no elec- 
tricity ...no telephone ...nothing. Once the 
word got out of the disaster, the news media 
"swarmed like bees" on Raphael's ham shack 
in force! All of the amateur communications 
with Colombia was in Spanish, which Raphael 
speaks fluently having fled Cuba and Castro 
many years before. 


There were about four or five amateur 
stations on the air in Colombia operating HF. 
Most Colombian amateurs were on 2-meters. 
Their VHF conversations and observations 
were being relayed to the world by these four 
or five 20 meter stations. The two meter re- 
peater was on the very voleaniec mountain, 
Nevado del Ruiz, that erupted ...not damaged 
by the havoc. That repeater was the key (and 
only) communications in the area. There were 
no amateurs on the air from Armero. There 
was no Armero left. 


A helicopter approached the area about 
9:30 a.m. and described Armero as a deserted 
beach. The pilot explained on two meters that 
the 75 foot high Catholic church only had 15 
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foot sticking out of the beach. That meant 


that the mud was over sixty feet deep and 
the whole city was buried... erased from the 
map. 


NEWS MEDIA GETS COMOMBIAN UPDATES... 


Not only was Estevez valuable in noti- 
fying government officials, but in assisting 
the news media as well. Much good PR work 
was done on behalf of amateur radio. Many 
(about a dozen) AM, FM and television sta- 
tions jammed Raphael's ham shack seeking 
first hand information about the tragedy. 
Miami TV channel 7 operated live from his 
ham shack. 


Estevez said he refused to let any 


although "there were other amateur stations 
that did. I heard newscasters on twenty 


told the broadcasters that he would give them 
the information or they could listen but that 
they could not speak directly with Colombia 
over his equipment. 


SURVIVOR LISTS FLOWN TO MIAMI.... 


It was easier to account for the living 
rather than the dead so it was arranged that 
eomputer lists of survivors would be flown to 
Miami. Estevez, who was active during the 
Mexican earthquake crisis, said that the 
Colombian situation was different. There was 
no one left in Armero, the hardest hit, to 
contact to get information. Probably ten 
thousand are still buried in the mud. 


Estevez got the first list on Sunday, 
November 17th, via air courier (Tampa Air- 
lines) directly from HK3BSH, Raphael Avila, 
in Bogata — about 80 miles away. A second 
list of about 2,000 more survivors (and those 
hospitalized) has now just arrived (about 5,000 
total), from Armero, Chinchina and Mariquita. 
All three cities are located at the base of 
Nevado del Ruiz along the Lagunilla, Gauli 
and Claro Rivers which are fed from its sides. 


These lists have been turned over to 
the Red Cross. SIRA has also set up two "hot 
line" telephone numbers which the public can 
use to get information. (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
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p.m., telephone [305] 883-6737. 5:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m., [305] 883-5300). The Spanish Infor- 
mation Network, SIN, with 200 plus television 
stations in the U.S. is broadeasting the list of 
survivors in a 'crawl' at the bottom of the 
sereen during regular TV programming. SIN is 
also publicizing the SIRA "hot line" numbers 
so that viewers can get additional informa- 
tion. Already over 200 calls have been re- 
ceived. 


Even British ham stations have checked 
into SIRA's network several times to obtain 
information about the Colombian erisis. The 
United Kingdom, we understand, has autho- 
rized two English ham stations (G4TVA and 
G4RLZ) to pass third party traffie related to 
the Colombian disaster. Glenn Baxter, 
KIMAN, in Maine is transmitting lists of 


Colombian voleano survivors worldwide on HF 


via RTTY. 


HURRICANE HITS DURING COLOMBIA CRISIS 


When hurricane "Kate" was getting 
close to Cuba and Florida, "Radio Marti", the 
Reagan administration's AM news station 
beamed to Cuba, contacted Estevez to learn 
what was going on in Cuba. SIRA set up three 
monitoring stations (WB4LZR, KB4AW - 
Estevez's wife and KB4L XE.) They listened to 
40 and 80 meter Cuban amateur stations tell 
about the pressure dropping and hurricane 
damage raking the island. "Radio Marti" was 
able to broadeast Cuban happenings from 
Florida's key west in real time! They probably 
never figured out how it was done! 


SIRA was able to report that 260,000 
Cubans were evacuated...that fifty percent of 
Havana was without electricity. This and 
other information was also fed to Miami radio 
and television stations. CNN, the cable news 
network, telephoned SIRA for an interview 
and broadeast (live via telephone) on-the-air 
updated Cuban hurricane damage _ reports 
gathered on amateur radio! 


Estevez had his hands full working two 
major disasters at the same time and three 
during the last couple of months ...and all in 
Spanish! The Miami Herald did a nice feature 
on the public service efforts of SIRA and 
gave an excellent "plug" to the assistance 
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that amateur radio operators render during 
times of emergency. Raphael also wanted it 
known that there were many other SIRA ham 
members that assisted during the crises. 


0G? AB 


FCC ON VE/VEC GRANTING OF WAIVERS.... 


On October 12th we wrote the FCC 
asking guidance on the granting of rule waiv- 
ers. As a VEC, we are constantly receiving 
requests from VE's and applicants alike for 
permission to deviate slightly frm the rules. 
We specifically asked about two recent re- 
quests. 


One was from a Jim Gustafson, 5Z4JD, 
an (Extra Class licensed) American in Nairobi, 
Kenya, East Africa. He inquired about the 
possibility of conducting a volunteer examina- 
tion session with two Extra Class and one 
Advanced Class volunteer examiner. The rules 
require that all Morse code tests above the 
Novice level — and the Advanced/Extra Class 
written tests be given by a team of three 
Extra Class level VE's. 


The other request for a waiver came 


from a John E. Mulville (KAQTNS) of Moravia, 


Iowa. He submitted medical evidence (a affi- 
davit written by a physician) that medication 
that he is taking for his mental condition 


would have an detrimental effect of his abil-. 


ity to pass a Morse code test. He requested 
that the VE give him credit for the 13 wpm 
eode test without examination. The VE team 
forwarded the waiver request to the VEC 
office for action. We sent it to Ray Kowalski, 
Chief of the FCC's Special Services Division 
in Washington, DC. 


In a November 15th letter, Kowalski 
affirmed the fact that VEC's and VE's do not 
have the authority to grant waivers of the 
rules for any reason. In responding to the 
waiver request to deviate from the three VE 
rule, Ray said that while only the Commmis- 
sion has the authority to grant waivers, 
",,.you could anticipate that such a waiver 
would be denied. To establish such a prece- 
dent by waiving the [three VE] requirement 
eould easily lead to many similar requests, all 
of which would attempt to show a unique 
eircumstance which would tend to make 


compliance with the three VE's requirement a 
hardship." 


With respect to the second situation, 
Kowalski said, "...the Commission does not 
entertain waiver requests to dispense with the 
telegraphy examination. That requirement is 
so basic to the Amateur Service that waivers: 
of it are not granted. However, the VEC's 
should make every effort to accommodate 
applicants with physical or mental problems." 


"VEC's cannot be empowered to grant 
or deny waivers because this agency would be 
remiss in fulfilling its statutory obligations if. 
it were to delegate away powers that the 
Congress had specifically bestowed upon it." 


cape ape 


ON NOVICE TEMP. OPERATING AUTHORITY 


The FCC has denied and dismissed our 
proposal to provide for temporary operating 
authority for the Novice Class operator. 


All amateur classes have provision in 
the rules for immediate (temporary) radio ope- . 
rating authority after successfully passing 
license requirements except the Novice Class. 
It seemed to us that the only reason for this 
is that the Novice operator does not yet have 
a eall sign on which to append a temporary 
identifier code. ; 


To remedy this, we proposed that the 
applicant be allowed to operate on the Novice 
bands temporarily with the volunteer exami- 
ner's amateur radio call sign appended with a 
unique "/KN" identifier until the new Novice 
license arrives - about 30 days. An additional 
letter or numerical suffix could be added 
where more than one Novice test has been 
given by the examiner. 


We argued that this would allow an 
additional benefit without additional cost or 
workload to the Commission. "We foresee no 
enforcement or station identification problem 
in that each volunteer examiner would know 
who he has administered Novice examinations 
to. The FCC would be able to identify the 
new Novice by contacting the volunteer exam- 
iner." 


Robert Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 


foot sticking out of the beach. That meant 
that the mud was over sixty feet deep and 
the whole city was buried... erased from the 
map. 


NEWS MEDIA GETS COMOMBIAN UPDATES 
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Not only was Estevez valuable in noti- 
fying government officials, but in assisting 
the news media as well. Much good PR work 
was done on behalf of amateur radio. Many 
(about a dozen) AM, FM and television sta- 
tions jammed Raphael's ham shack seeking 
first hand information about the tragedy. 
Miami TV channel 7 operated live from his 
ham shack. 


Estevez said he refused to let any 


although "there were other amateur stations 
that did. I heard newscasters on twenty 
meters whose voices I recognized." He said he 
told the broadeasters that he would give them 
the information or they could listen but that 
they could not speak directly with Colombia 
over his equipment. 


SURVIVOR LISTS FLOWN TO MIAMI... 


It was easier to account for the living 
rather than the dead so it was arranged that 
computer lists of survivors would be flown to 
Miami. Estevez, who was active during the 
Mexiean earthquake crisis, said that the 
Colombian situation was different. There was 
no one left in Armero, the hardest hit, to 
eontact to get information. Probably ten 
thousand are still buried in the mud. 


Estevez got the first list on Sunday, 
November 17th, via air courier (Tampa Air- 
lines) directly from HK3BSH, Raphael Avila, 
in Bogata — about 80 miles away. A second 
list of about 2,000 more survivors (and those 
hospitalized) has now just arrived (about 5,000 
total), from Armero, Chinchina and Mariquita. 
All three cities are located at the base of 
Nevado del Ruiz along the Lagunilla, Gauli 
and Claro Rivers which are fed from its sides. 


These lists have been turned over to 
the Red Cross. SIRA has also set up two "hot 
line" telephone numbers which the public can 
use to get information. (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
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p.m., telephone [305] 883-6737. 5:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m., [305] 883-5300). The Spanish Infor- 
mation Network, SIN, with 200 plus television 
stations in the U.S. is broadeasting the list of 
survivors in a ‘ecrawl' at the bottom of the 
sereen during regular TV programming. SIN is 
also publicizing the SIRA "hot line" numbers 
30 that viewers ean get additional informa- 
tion. Already over 200 calls have been re- 
ceived. 


Even British ham stations have checked 
into SIRA's network several times to obtain 
information about the Colombian crisis. The 
United Kingdom, we understand, has autho- 
rized two English ham stations (G4TVA and 
G4RLZ) to pass third party traffic related to 
the Colombian disaster. Glenn Baxter, 


K1MAN, in Maine is transmitting lists of 


Colombian voleano survivors worldwide on HF 
via RTTY. 


HURRICANE HITS DURING COLOMBIA CRISIS 


When hurricane "Kate" was getting 
elose to Cuba and Florida, "Radio Marti", the 
Reagan administration's AM news _ station 
beamed to Cuba, contacted Estevez to learn 
what was going on in Cuba. SIRA set up three 
monitoring stations (WB4LZR, KB4AW - 
Estevez's wife and KB4LXE.) They listened to 
40 and 80 meter Cuban amateur stations tell 
about the pressure dropping and hurricane 
damage raking the island. "Radio Marti" was 
able to broadeast Cuban happenings from 
Florida's key west in real time! They probably 
never figured out how it was done! 


SIRA was able to report that 260,000 
Cubans were evacuated...that fifty percent of 
Havana was without electricity. This and 
other information was also fed to Miami radio 
and television stations. CNN, the cable news 
network, telephoned SIRA for an interview 
and broadeast (live via telephone) on-the-air 
updated Cuban hurricane damage reports 
gathered on amateur radio! 


Estevez had his hands full working two 
major disasters at the same time and three 
during the last couple of months ...and all in 
Spanish! The Miami Herald did a nice feature 
on the public service efforts of SIRA and 
gave an excellent "plug" to the assistance 
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conducted on a regional rather than a state 
basis. They cite serious problems resulting 
from adoption of a band plan different from 
that of neighboring states. "Alabema has been 
made an island." 


Repeater owners are in the process of 
forming the Alabama District of the CVRA, 
Carolina Virginia Repeater Association. "We 
think we ultimately will have enough owners, 
votes and support to do it." In addition to the 
Carolinas and Virginia, neighboring Georgia 
and Tennessee are coordinated by CVRA and 
Mississippi is considering it. 


At the invitation of Alabama repeater 
owners, CVRA representatives made a presen- 
tation at the meeting. It was agreed to peti- 
tion for membership in CVRA. Although more 
attended the Birmingham meeting, apparently 
it takes only ten repeater owners to do this. 
Section 6 of the CVRA Bylaws spells this out. 


Even if the majority of Alabama's re- 
peater owners elect to remain with the Ala- 
bama Repeater Council, these repeater own- 


ers ean form the Alabama District and be: 


coordinated by CVRA, I was told. That is, of 
course, assuming that CVRA accepts their 
petition. There are 192 amateur repeaters in 
Alabama and over a hundred owners. Less 
than a couple of dozen attended the meeting. 


It's a beginning. It is hard to get re- 
peater owners to join a group that does not 
yet exist. We decided to go ahead and peti- 
tion now." Pete Oliver, WA4MHO, and Charles 
Hale, WA4PJE, were elected the interim Di- 
rector and Vice Director of the Alabama Dis- 
trict of the CVRA until elections can be held. 


Once accepted by CVRA, a statewide 
membership drive will be carried out. A poll 
will be conducted asking who should represent 
them and which VHF band plan should be 
adopted ...15 or 20 kHz. "Every repeater 
owner will be contacted, something that 
should have been done to begin with. Finally, 
after all these months they finally will get a 
chance to let their wishes be known." If the 
majority of Alabama's repeater want a 
change, then "a new band plan will be imple- 


mented on a case-by-case basis one at a time 


...and over a period of time." 
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BRITAIN'S RADIO LASER 558 GOES QRT.... 


‘Laser 558' the American financed AM 
pirate radio station that operated off Brit- 
ain's shore is no more! 


The questionably legal pop music station 
has been broadeasting from international wat- 
ers unlicensed for more than a year on the 
AM dial at 558 kHz. The United Kingdom has 
a 9-kHz AM band plan — hence the weird fre- 


quency. 


The station, manned by young American 
DJ's, operated from the 440-ton "Communica- 
tor" moored off the Thames Estuary outside 
of British territorial limits. The vessel, ope- 
rated by an U.S. owned entrepreneural radio 
company, sailed under a Panamanian flag. 
They hoped to attract advertising revenues. 


It went off the air three. weeks ago 
during a storm. It was England's most popular 
radio station — must to the dismay of the 


British Department of Trade. 


The Trade Department has kept a‘very 
close watch on both Radio Laser 558 and 


Radio Caroline -- a vival pop pirate also 


transmitting from the North Sea. The British 
government has been photographing all visit- 
ing vessels, monitoring radio transmissions and 
building up dossiers for possible prosecution. 


A distress call by the ship's master was 
answered by the Gardine Tracker, a surveil- 
lanee vessel ordered by London authorities (at 
a cost of over $70,000 a month) to keep a 
watch on the station. 


Conditions, deseribed as ‘horrendous’, 
aboard the vessel deteriorated sharply over 
the last 60 days with reported outbreaks of 
dysentry and scurvy. The presence of the sur- 
veillance ship had deterred delivery of needed 
supplies. There was little food or water on 
board. 


On November 6th the crew said they 
had enough. The ship was towed into Harwich 
port as fans watched and mourned. Police and 
immigration officials are now interviewing the 
ship's erew. Radio Caroline, however, still 
operates — as it has for some 15 years now! 


DON'T FORGET OUR ANNUAL XMAS OFFER! 
Renew your own subscription for $21.00 
and "gift" another subscription for half price 
($10.50). Or you might want to help a ham 
friend upgrade. Tech/General, Advanced or 
Extra Class Manuals contain all FCC ques- 
tions, answers and distractors - Only $5.00 
each plus $1.50 (first class) postage. FCC 
PART 97 RULE BOOK - $3.00 plus $1.50 
postage. SUPER NOVICE Package has over 
350 pages of information and is only $13.95. 
(Contains 3 different manuals plus 0-5 wpm 
code tape, Novice test & FCC Form 610.) 


oapeoape 


KENTUCKY HAM ANTENNA ORDINANCE.... 


WM4T, John A. Thernes of Lakeside 
Park, Kentucky, a suburb of Covington, filed 
a zoning request to install a seventy foot 
tower with an eight foot mast and two HF 
antennas in 1983. Detailed engineering and 
safety hazard plans were provided. He was 
denied a permit for the tower ...or any type 
of antenna for that matter. A request for a 
zoning variance was also turned down. In des- 
peration, John erected a dipole antenna be- 
tween two trees at a height of 20 feet. 


In the Fall of 1983, Thernes filed suit 
against the city in Federal District Court. 
Arguments were heard in Septemer 1984. He 
lost that ease, too. An appeal to the Sixth 
Circuit Court in Cincinnati concluded in Sep- 
tember of 1985. John is now awaiting a deci- 
sion from that court. Testimony and comments 
indicate that favorable action might be forth- 
coming. "They ‘beat up’ on the city's attor- 
ney real bad," John said. 


"One of the things that helped this case 
tremendously was the fact that PRB-1 was 
rendered by the FCC on the 16th of Septem- 
ber and was released on the 18th, the day 
before our court hearing. That document was 
entered into the appeals court and is on the 
record. We are now awaiting an opinion." 


In the meantime, the city fathers of 
Lakeside Park are trying to pass an emer- 
gency ordinance under the guise that they 
need to regulate satellite dishes in their com- 
munity. It is due to be voted on at a Decem- 
ber 9th City Council meeting. At a November 
council meeting, the city went in front of the 
Northern Kentucky Municipal Planning and 
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Zoning Commission for approval to modify 
their ordinance that pertains to antennas. 
They were given that approval. The first 
reading of the new ordinanee was to have 
been November 11, but this was delayed be- 
cause they had not yet received written per- 
mission from the zoning commission to carry 
that out. 


The ordinance will allow towers only 15 
feet over a maximum residence height of 35 
feet and "Any tower or auxilliary equipment 
shall be attached to the residence and no sta- 
tion or related operating equipment shall be 
housed in a separate, detached existing build-. 
ing." 


The measure also specifically prohibits 


"disturbance to, restriction of, impeding or in 
any way affecting the reception of radio 
waves, messages and sound by equipment on 
adjoining properties or in a general region of 
the installation" ...an obvious attempt to leg- 
islate TVI prevention. 


An emergency reading of the new ordi- 
nance will be held at the December 9th City 
Council meeting. John needs you help -- espe- 
cially if you are a lawyer or can write a leg- 
ally convineing letter. He would appreciate it 
if amateurs all over the country would write 
the city fathers of Lakeside Park giving rea- 
sons why the antenna ordinance should be 
struek down. 


Address the letter to: The City of 
Lakeside Park; City Council; 9 Buttermilk 
Pike; Lakeside Park, Kentucky 41017 with a 
copy to John/WM4T at: 60 Locust Avenue; 
Covington, KY 41017. It must arrive before 
December 9th. Can you help? 


ap +ape 


ALA, QWNERS SEEK NEW COORDINATOR.... 


Apparently Alabama repeater owners 
aren't as happy with the 20-kHz 2-meter band 
plan as Alabama Repeater Council president, 
Tom Ingram, K4OOV, would like to have you 
believe, 


Meeting in Birmingham on November 
16th, repeater owners have now decided that 
they want their repeater coordination to be 
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that amateur radio operators render during 


times of emergency. Raphael also wanted it 
known that there were many other SIRA ham 
members that assisted during the crises. 


cap e+ape 


FCC ON VE/VEC GRANTING OF WAIVERG.... 


On October 12th we wrote the FCC 


-asking guidance on the granting of rule waiv- 


ers. As a VEC, we are constantly receiving 
requests from VE's and applicants alike for 
permission to deviate slightly frm the rules. 
We specifically asked about two recent re- 
quests. 


One was from a Jim Gustafson, 5Z4JD, 
an (Extra Class licensed) American in Nairobi, 
Kenya, East Africa. He inquired about the 
possibility of conducting a volunteer examina- 
tion session with two Extra Class and one 
Advanced Class volunteer examiner. The rules 
require that all Morse code tests above the 
Novice level — and the Advanced/Extra Class 
written tests be given by a team of three 
Extra Class level VE's. 


The other request for a waiver came 


from a John E. Mulville (KAQTNS) of Moravia, 


Iowa. He submitted medical evidence (a affi- 
davit written by a physician) that medication 
that he is taking for his mental condition 


would have an detrimental effect of his abil-| 


ity to pass a Morse code test. He requested 
that the VE give him credit for the 13 wpm 
eode test without examination. The VE team 
forwarded the waiver request to the VEC 
office for action. We sent it to Ray Kowalski, 
Chief of the FCC's Special Services Division 
in Washington, DC. 


In a November 15th letter, Kowalski 
affirmed the fact that VEC's and VE's do not 
have the authority to grant waivers of the 
rules for any reason. In responding to the 
waiver request to deviate from the three VE 
rule, Ray said that while only the Commmis- 
sion has the authority to grant waivers, 
"...you could anticipate that such a waiver 
would be denied. To establish such a prece- 
dent by waiving the [three VE] requirement 
could easily lead to many similar requests, all 
of which would attempt to show a unique 
eircumstance which would tend to make 


compliance with the three VE's requirement a 
hardship." 


With respect to the second situation, 
Kowalski said, "...the Commission does not 
entertain waiver requests to dispense with the 
telegraphy examination. That requirement is 
so basic to the Amateur Service that waivers: 
of it are not granted. However, the VEC's 
should make every effort to accommodate 
applicants with physical or mental problems." 


"VEC's cannot be empowered to grant 
or deny waivers because this agency would be 
remiss in fulfilling its statutory obligations if. 
it were to delegate away powers that the 
Congress had specifically bestowed upon it." 
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ON NOVICE TEMP, OPERATING AUTHORITY 


The FCC has denied and dismissed our 
proposal to provide for temporary operating 
authority for the Novice Class operator. 


All amateur classes have provision in 
the rules for immediate (temporary) radio ope- . 
rating authority after successfully passing 
license requirements except the Novice Class. 
It seemed to us that the only reason for this 
is that the Novice operator does not yet have 
a call sign on which to append a temporary 
identifier code. 


To remedy this, we proposed that the 
applicant be allowed to operate on the Novice 
bands temporarily with the volunteer exami- 
ner's amateur radio call sign appended with a 
unique "/KN" identifier until the new Novice 
license arrives - about 30 days. An additional 
letter or numerical suffix could be added 
where more than one Novice test has been 
given by the examiner. 


We argued that this would allow an 
additional benefit without additional cost or 
workload to the Commission. "We foresee no 
enforcement or station identification problem 
in that each volunteer examiner would know 
who he has administered Novice examinations 
to. The FCC would be able to identify the 
new Novice by contacting the volunteer exam- 
iner." 


Robert Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 


o. @ 

| BP bo & 

WS5YI REPORT ee 

R @0eee December 1, 1985 age 

Sef 

Private Radio Bureau, ruled "Temporary ope- WZx2 (Then Group C.) [AH reserved for lane 
rating authority ...is granted only to appli- Pacific; AL for Alaska, KP for Atlantic.]4 4 
eants already licensed in the Amateur Ser- KC6, KG4, KX6 also reserved.] ec 
viee. No person who is not already licensed "C" GENERAL CLASS 1x3 aS 
and whose qualifications have not been re- Prefix assignment order: Nx3, Wx3 (Then}## 


Group D.) [KH/NH/WH reserved for Pacific, 
KL/NL/WL for Alaska, NP/WP for Atlan- 
tie.] 
"D" NOVICE CLASS 2x3 

Prefix assignment order: KAx3 to KZx3, WAx3 
to WZx3. (KH, WH reserved for Pacific; 
KL/WL for Alaska; KP/WP for Atlantic; 
certain KC4's reserved for Antarcticia.] 


viewed and approved by the Commission is 
granted temporary operating authority. This 
includes persons who enter the Amateur Ser- 
viee as Technician, General, Advanced or 
| Amateur Extra Class operators.” 


"...no person can be licensed without a 
review of that person's qualifications by the 
Commission. Section 303(1) of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 ...authorizes the Commis- 
sion to issue operator licenses to ~ persons 
who are found to be qualified by the Commis- 
sion.’ Until the information contained in the 
license application has been reviewed and 
evaluated by the Commission, no determina- 
tion can be made concerning the applicant's 
character and other qualifications." 

Action: FCC, Private Radio Bureau, 11/13/85. 


oaDeape 


(2.) Call signs are always selected by the FCC. 
Requests for specific call signs are not honored. 
Sueh requests result in processing delays for 
your application. 


RTS CET acne Qiaaier finn a Tarn 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test 


(3.) A eall sign will not be changed unless the 
licensee specifically requests and is eligible for 
a change. The licensee always has the option to 
retain a current call sign. 


BLE! FCC-Novice Study Guide 


re 


(4.) Licensees already holding Group "A" call 
signs are not eligible for call sign changes un- 
less you are modifying your mailing address. 


-CALL SIGN ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM_ RE-ISSUED 


oS eS SSeS SS SSS SSS SS a—aSs—>s>>o>—>@—>— 


The FCC released a six-page Public 
Notice on November 8, 1985, detailing the 
Amateur Radio Station Call Sign Assignment 
System. The call sign assignment program was 
initially released to the public on March 24, 
1978. Evidently call sign inquiries to the gov- 
ernment made its re-issuance neecessary. 


VEC in all regions 


(5.) To request a call sign change, an eligible 
liensee must place a mark in Item 2E of appli- 
cation FCC Form 610. Effective January 1986, 
application editions dated prior to June - 1984 
are obsolete and may not be used. 


(6.) Licensees who are upgrading to a higher 
operator class are eligible to request a eall sign 
group change at the time of upgrade. 


In capsule form, the FCC said that... 
(1.) All new and changed call signs are 
assigned according to operator class and mail- 
ing address district. Part $97.51 of the Ama- 
teur Radio Service regulations require that 
eall signs be assigned systematically. 


(7.) Lieensees who are changing their address 
to a different radio district must make a choice 
to either (a.) retain their call sign or (b.) re- 
quest a change. Failure to mark Item 2E means 
that you will retain your current call sign. 


The W5YI Report, even though a 


Group & License Class: Call Sign Format: 


"A" AMATEUR EXTRA 2x2, 2x1,AA-AK 2x2 
Prefix assignment order: AAx1 to AKxl1, KAx1 
to KZxl1, NAxl to NZx1, WAxl1 to WZxl & 
AAx2 to AKx2. (Then Group B) [AH/KH/- 
NH/WH reserved for Pacific, AL/KL/NL/- 
WL reserved for Alaska; KP/NP/WP re- 


(8.) Licensees may retain the same call sign if 
the FCC Form 610 is received by the FCC 
within 2 years of the license expiration date. 


(9.) When all eall signs within a prefix have 

been assigned, the assignment is made from the 

served for Atlantic.] next consecutive block within the group. When 

"B" ADVANCED CLASS 2x2 -Jall prefix blocks within a group have been 

Prefix assignment order: KA@x2, KA1x2 - then]assigned, then call signs from the next lower 
KBx2 to KZx2, NAx2 to NZx2, WAx2 to}group are assigned. 


Dallas, 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS... 


issued through the first of November 
are as follows: 


Radio Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" Gp."D" 
District: Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 
0g NOQL KE@GBK NOGQI KAGVNC 
1 NCIF KBIVC NIDVF KAINMG 
2 NN2M KD2PO N2FXU KA2ZKC 
3 KY3D KC3U0 N3EPX KA3ORF 
4 AA40P KJ4LZ N4NAJ KB4QCK 
3) WC5R KF5GM N5ION KASYED 
6 WN6G KG6ZE N6MTH KB6KJB 
df NR7J KET7KU N7HQK KATWHL 
8 NO8X KE8BJ N8GYZ KA8YHH 
9 NG9V KD9SH NSFLV KASUGV 
N.Mariana I. AHGE AHQAC KHGAI WHGAAG 
Guam AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AHK 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH38AAC 
Midway Is, AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii t AH6GN NH6ER WH6BFZ 
Kure Is. KH7AA 


Amer. Samoa AH8B 
Wake Wilkes Peale 
Alaska tT 

Virgin Is, KP20 
Puerto Rico WP4P 


AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
AL7HL NL7GU WL7BIN 

KP2AU NP2BN WP2AEM 
KP4JD NP4RH WP4ERN 


[TAll of the Group "A" format eall signs for 
Hawaii and Alaska have been assigned. Any 
request for a Group "A" call sign will now be 
assigned a Group "B" (2-by-2) format.] 


2S + See 


HEALTH OF THE HAM HOBBY.... 


Amateur applications processed during 
October by the FCC's, Gettysburg, PA, 
licensing facility rebounded sharply after last 
year's stunning decrease. (FCC field offices 
only administered ham tests quarterly during 
1984.) The figures: 


Oct. 1982 Oct. 1983 Oct. 1984 Oct. 1985 
11,148 10,802 7,207 10,120 


According to Gettysburg, it is currently 
taking 16 working days to process and mail an 
amateur license... about 3 weeks. Add another 
week (or two - depending on the VEC) for the 
application to filter through the new volun- 
teer testing system. 
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With the new Volunteer Testing Program 
being in place for over a year now, we 
thought you would be interesting in seeing 
monthly comparative testing/licensing statis- 
ties. October figures.... 


CTOBER VE PROGRAM STATISTICS 


1984 1985 

No. of VEC's: 50 795 

No. of Testing Sessions: 75 294 

No. of Elements Admin.: 2,465 4,246 
ARRL-VEC 99.7% [Oct. 1985 
W5YI-VEC 9.8% Percentage of 
C.ALA-VEC 7.2% test elements 
DeVRY-VEC 5.9% administered 
Metro.-VEC 4.5% by each VEC.] 
All Others: 12.9% 


No. of Applicants Tested: 1,643 2,918 
Pass (Upgrade) Rate: 46.69% 57.37% 
No. Persons per Session: 21.91 9.93 
No. Elements per Person: 1.50 1.46 
No. Test Sessions per VEC 1.50 3.92 
OCTOBER AMATEUR LICENSING STATISTICS 
1984 1985 
New First Time Amateurs: 961 1,356 
Novice Class Upgrading: 390 822 
Technician Class Upgrading: 217 319 
General Class Upgrading: 158 355 
Advanced Class Upgrading: 58 213 
Total Amateur Upgrading: 823 1,709 
Amateurs Failing to Renew: 510 2,623 
Change in Amateur Census: +451 -(1,210) 
Month End Amateur Census: 413,127 
Average Age - All Amateurs: 56.14 
Age Range - All Amateurs: 7 to 98 


COLVINS OPERATE FROM SOUTH AFRICA... 


We received a note from the globe-trot- 
ting Colvins ...Iris (W6QL) and Lloyd (W6KG.) 


-They have operated from over a hundred diff- 


erent DX countries. 
South Africa. 


The note was postmarked 


Iris said that "We came on the air as 
W6KG/ZS on 4 October. By 26 October, we 
had made approximately 6,500 QSOs with 
amateurs in 143 countries. This included ope- 
rating the CQWW fone contest. She said they 
were helped "by our good friends in the 
Johannesburg branch of the South Africa 
Radio League." 


Private Radio Bureau, ruled "Temporary ope- 
rating authority ...is granted only to appli- 
eants already licensed in the Amateur Ser- 
viee. No person who is not already licensed 
and whose qualifications have not been re- 
viewed and approved by the Commission is 
granted temporary operating authority. This 
includes persons who enter the Amateur Ser- 
vice as Technician, General, Advanced or 
Amateur Extra Class operators." 


",..£nO person ean be licensed without a 
review of that person's qualifications by the 
Commission. Section 303(1) of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 ...authorizes the Commis- 
sion to issue operator licenses to ~persons 
who are found to be qualified by the Commis- 
sion.“ Until the information contained in the 
license application has been reviewed and 
evaluated by the Commission, no determina- 
tion can be made concerning the applicant's 
character and other qualifications." 

Action: FCC, Private Radio Bureau, 11/13/85. 
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‘CALL SIGN ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM RE-ISSUED 


The FCC released a_ six-page Public 
| Notice on November 8, 1985, detailing the 
Amateur Radio Station Call Sign Assignment 
System. The call sign assignment program was 
initially released to the public on March 24, 
1978. Evidently call sign inquiries to the gov- 
ernment made its re-issuance neecessary. 


In capsule form, the FCC said that... 
(1.) All new and changed call signs are 
assigned according to operator class and mail- 
ing address district. Part $97.51 of the Ama- 
jteur Radio Service regulations require that 
eall signs be assigned systematically. 


Group & License Class: Call Sign Format: 


"A" AMATEUR EXTRA 2x2, 2x1,AA-AK 2x2 
Prefix assignment order: AAxl to AKx1, KAx1 
to KZx1, NAxl to NZx1, WAx1 to WZxl & 
AAx2 to AKx2. (Then Group B) [AH/KH/- 
NH/WH reserved for Pacific, AL/KL/NL/- 
WL reserved for Alaska; KP/NP/WP re- 
served for Atlantic.] 
"B" ADVANCED CLASS 2x2 . 
Prefix assignment order: KAQ@x2, KA1x2 - then 
KBx2 to KZx2, NAx2 to NZx2, WAx2 to 
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WZx2 (Then Group C.) [AH reserved for 
Pacifie; AL for Alaska, KP for Atlantic. 
KC6, KG4, KX6 also reserved. ] 
"C" GENERAL CLASS 1x3 
Prefix assignment order: Nx3, Wx3 (Then 
Group D.) [KH/NH/WH reserved for Pacific, 
KL/NL/WL for Alaska, NP/WP for Atlan- 
tie.] 
"D" NOVICE CLASS 2x3 
Prefix assignment order: KAx3 to KZx3, WAx3 
to WZx3. [KH, WH reserved for Pacific; 
KL/WL for Alaska; KP/WP for Atlantic; 
certain KC4's reserved for Antarcticia.] 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 


(2.) Call signs are always selected by the FCC. 
Requests for specifie call signs are not honored. 
Such requests result in processing delays for 
your application. 


FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


(3.) A call sign will not be changed unless the 
licensee specifically requests and is eligible for 
a change. The licensee always has the option to 
retain a current call sign. 


(4.) Licensees already holding Group "A" call 
signs are not eligible for call sign changes un- 
less you are modifying your mailing address. 


(5.) To request a call sign change, an eligible 
liensee must place a mark in Item 2E of appli- 
eation FCC Form 610. Effective January 1986, 
application editions dated prior to June - 1984 


are obsolete and may not be used. 


(6.) Licensees who are upgrading to a higher 
operator class are eligible to request a call sign 
group change at the time of upgrade. 


(7.) Licensees who are changing their address 
to a different radio district must make a choice 
to either (a.) retain their call sign or (b.) re- 
quest a change. Failure to mark Item 2E means 
that you will retain your current call sign. 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! FCC-Novice Study Guide 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 


(8.) Licensees may retain the same eall sign if 
the FCC Form 610 is received by the FCC 
within 2 years of the license expiration date. | 


(9.) When all call signs within a prefix have 
been assigned, the assignment is made from the 
next consecutive block within the group. When 
all prefix blocks within a group have been 
assigned, then call signs from the next lower 


FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


W5YI REPORT 


{| Country and western signer, Ronnie 
Milsap, WB4KCG, participated in a public ser- 
vice announcement taping session on October 
4th. He talks about amateur radio. It will be 
aired by TV stations all around the nation on 
a "time available" basis. The project was orig- 
inated by Phil Wade, N4EPQ of the Columbia 
(SC) Amateur Radio Club. Ronnie is an active 
amateur who happened to be giving a concert 
in Columbia at the time. There were several 
"bloopers and blunders" when cutting the tape 
and the uncut version is better than the 
edited version! And did you know that hit 
singer Donnie Osmond is KA7EVD? 


$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


{ Council for Amateur Radio Examining 


(CARE) Executive Director Jim Georgias, 
W9JUG, and President Tom Ingram, K4OOV, 
issued a press release detailing the "Basic 
Philosophy and Purpose of CARE." The organ- 
ization will provide a neutral forum for all 
VEC's and VE's to promote the free exchange 
of ideas and information among the amateur 
testing community. CARE is open to all inter- 
ested amateurs. Ingram also emphasized that 
CARE will not interfere in any way with any 
individual VEC's testing program. The paper- 
work to incorporate CARE as a non-profit 
educational entity is just about complete. 
VEC's pay $25.00 annual dues - others sub- 
Stantially less. Applications for membership 
are available from: CARE; P.O. Box #688; 
Glenview, Illinois 60025. More later. 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


{| Monday is QRP day! That's the mess- 
age that AMSAT wants to get out to OSCAR- 


10 amateur satellite users. No amateur sta- 
tion should use more than 100 watts ERP 
(effective radiated power) if it is Monday 
(UTC.) Ten watts at your 435 MHz antenna 
with a gain factor of 10 db will give you the 
100 watt figure. Spread the word. 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


{ The California Repeater and Remote 


Base Association (Pasadena, CA) has filed a 
petition with the FCC requesting amendment 
of the FCC's rules to permit emission F8E in 
the Amateur Service above 928 MHz. (F8E is 
defined as FM analog information, two or 
more channels.) The FCC assigned the peti- 
tion file RM No. 5208. 


FAST SERVICE! 
SHIPPED FIRST 
CLASS SAME DAY! 


{ Update on Amp Supply Company. [See 


Issue #18] The Commission has .completed 


' P.O. Box #10101 
Dallas, Texas 75207 
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their investigation of Amp Supply Company of 
Raleigh, North Carolina. They were charged 
with violating the linear amplifier marketing 
rules. The Norfolk FCC field office has sub- 
mitted an interim report indicating that the 
firm did indeed violate the rules. A citation 
has been issued. FCC rules forbid domestic 
marketing of any device capable of amplifying 
transmissions between 24 and 35 MHz ...and 
this includes the ten meter ham band. 


{| Lee R. Shoblom, the individual that 
filed a petition with the FCC to gain permis- 


sion to use an amateur frequency for news 
gathering is a ham. Shoblom, president of 


London Bridge Broadeasting, is the licensee of 
a low power television station. His ham call is 
K6ADA and he lives on London Bridge Road 
in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. He wants to 
use amateur equipment and frequencies to 
send news to his LPTV station for later re- 
droadeast. ATV equipment is lower priced and 
the spectrum is not used in his remote area 
by anyone. I tried to telephone him, but he 
has an unlisted telephone. 


{ A 28 year old electronic bulletin 
doard operator has pleaded no contest to 
facilitating computer fraud. Mark D. Brown 
operated a pirate BBS called "The Phun- 
house" which offered callers other people's 
Visa/MasterCard numbers and long distance 
telephone access codes. It marked the first 
time that an operator was held responsible for 
the contents of his system ...even though 
posted by others. 


{ Dial-A-Porn may become a thing of 
the past. The FCC issued new rules seeking 


to restrict minors' access to the sexually ex- 
plicit recordings of "High Society" magazine. 
Dial-a-porn operators can now play the moan 
& groan recordings only to those that pay by 
credit card or use a pre-assigned personal ID 
eode. Otherwise operators risk prosecution 
and $50,000 a day fines. Industry experts say 
that eliminating the anonymous feature of 
dial-a-porn will ruin the business. The ID code 
idea won't work since interactive automatic 
telephone equipment is prohibitively expen- 
sive. In its hey-day, dial-a-porn was receiving 
nalf a million calls a day. The revenues from 
automatic "dial it" services are shared be- 
tween the telephone company and the service. 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS... 


issued through the first of November 
are as follows: 


Radio 
District: 


Gp."A" Gp."B" 
Extra Advan. 


Gp. "Cc Ww Gp. mp" 
Tee/Gen Novice 


NO@GL 
NCI1F 


KEGBK N@GQI KAGVNC 
KBIVC NIDVF KAINMG 
NN2M KD2PO N2FXU KA2ZKC 
KY3D KC3U0 N3EPX KA30RF 
AA40P KJ4LZ N4NAJ KB4QCK 
WC5R KF5GM NSION KASYED 
WN6G KG6ZE N6MTH KB6KJB 
NR7J KE7KU N7HQK KAT7WHL 
NO8X KE8BJ N8GYZ KA8YHH 
NG9V KD9SH NIOFLV KASUGV 
AHGE AHGJAC KHGAI WHGAAG 
AH2V AH2BD KH2BW WH2AHK 
AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
AH6GN NH6ER WH6BFZ 
KH7AA 

AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV 
AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE 
AL7HL NL7GU WL7BIN 

KP2AU NP2BN WP2AEM 
KP4JD NP4RH WP4ERN 


oonnurwndsr 


N.Mariana I. 
Guam 
Johnston Is. 
Midway Is. 
Hawaii i 
Kure Is. 

Amer. Samoa AH8B 
Wake Wilkes Peale 
Alaska Tt 
Virgin Is. KP20 
Puerto Rico WP4P 


[fTAll of the Group "A" format call signs for 
Hawaii and Alaska have been assigned. Any 
request for a Group "A" call sign will now be 
assigned a Group "B" (2-by-2) format.] 
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HEALTH OF THE HAM HOBBY.... 


Amateur applications processed during 
October by the FCC's, Gettysburg, PA, 
licensing facility rebounded sharply after last 
year's stunning decrease. (FCC field offices 
only administered ham tests quarterly during 
1984.) The figures: 


Oct. 1982 Oct. 1983 Oct. 1984 Oct. 1985 
11,148 10,802 7,207 10,120 


According to Gettysburg, it is currently 
taking 16 working days to process and mail an 
amateur license... about 3 weeks. Add another 
week (or two - depending on the VEC) for the 
application to filter through the new volun- 
teer testing system. 
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With the new Volunteer Testing Program 
being in place for over a year now, we 
thought you would be interesting in seeing 
monthly comparative testing/licensing statis- 
ties. October figures.... 


OCTOBER VE PROGRAM STATISTICS 


1984 1985 
No. of VEC's: 50 75 
No. of Testing Sessions: 75 294 
No. of Elements Admin.: 2,465 4,246 
ARRL-VEC 59.7% [Oct. 1985 
W5YI-VEC 9.8% Percentage of 
C.ALA-VEC 7.2% test elements 
DeVRY-VEC 5.9% administered 
Metro.-VEC 4.5% by each VEC.] 
All Others: 12.9% 
No. of Applicants Tested: 1,643 2,918 
Pass (Upgrade) Rate: 46.69% 57.37% 
No. Persons per Session: 21.91 9.93 
No. Elements per Person: 1.50 1.46 
No. Test Sessions per VEC 1.50 3.92 
OCTOBER AMATEUR LICENSING STATISTICS 
1984 1985 
New First Time Amateurs: 961 1,356 
Novice Class Upgrading: 390 822 
Technician Class Upgrading: 217 319 
General Class Upgrading: 158 355 
Advanced Class Upgrading: 58 213 
Total Amateur Upgrading: 823 1,709 
Amateurs Failing to Renew: 510 2,623 
Change in Amateur Census: +451 -(1,210) 
Month End Amateur Census: 413,127 
Average Age - All Amateurs: 56.14 
Age Range - All Amateurs: 7 to 98 
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COLVINS OPERATE FROM SOUTH AFRICA... 


We received a note from the globe-trot- 
ting Colvins ...Iris (W6QL) and Lloyd (W6KG.) 


-They have operated from over a hundred diff- 


erent DX countries. 
South Africa. 


The note was postmarked 


Iris said that "We came on the air as 
W6KG/ZS on 4 October. By 26 October, we 
had made approximately 6,500 QSOs with 
amateurs in 143 countries. This included ope- 
rating the CQWW fone contest. She said they 
were helped "by our good friends in the 
Johannesburg branch of the South Africa 
Radio League." 


She said they were met in Johannesburg 
by Julius (ZS6AF) at the airport when they 
arrived in South Africa. "The club invited us 
to operate in their splendid Club House, and 
we did this, using our own radio equipment 
plus the radio club antennas and other facili- 
ties. 


Iris said their next stop is Zamibia, 
SWA, as W6QL/ZS3. She also wanted us to 
mention that all QSLs go to: YASME, P.O. 
Box #2025, Castro Valley, California 94546. 


oa coape 


MEXICO THANKS AMATEUR OPERATORS.... 


"[Mexico City, Nov. 22, UPI] The mayor 


thank all amateur radio operators in the world 
who helped to send and receive more than 320 
thousand messages after Mexico City was 
struck by a several earthquakes." 


"We also thank the amateur radio ope- 
rators in other provinces that assisted by re- 
laying traffic to people here. A total of 200 
thousand messages were sent to Mexico City 
from abroad and 120 thousand originated in 
Mexico were sent to other countries." 


"We thank the amateurs for their be- 
havior and for the help that they rendered 
Mexican government agencies such as the 
Minister of Internal Relations and interna- 
tional organizations like the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army and many others. Thank you 
from the City of Mexico." 

[UPI Release - Translated from Spanish.] 


cape ape 


GOINGS ON IN CANADA.... 


Apparently we published our announce- 
ment about what the Canadian government 
might have in store for its amateurs a little 


early. The paper entitled "Discussion Paper on 
a Possible Restructuring of the Amateur 
Radio Service in Canada" (Notice No. TRS- 
021-85) wasn't published in the Canada 


Gazette until November 16th. We released it 
a week early. 


The DOC (Department of Communica- 
tions) is asking for comments from the general 
public, especially from persons who are inter- 
ested in becoming radio amateurs. Comments 
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elose on May 14, 1986. The Canada Gazette 
said that "if implemented, regulations, policies 
and procedures would be updated in the light 
of today's technology and operating environ- 
ment." Among other things, a new entry level 
no-code VHF. amateur radio license is sug- 
gested. 


Like our own FCC, the DOC has made 
it known that due to staff cutbacks, amateurs 
will have to take on more responsibility for 
administration of the service. Apparently the 
DOC is thinking about volunteer testing in 
Canada, too, since one report mentioned the 
need for "preparation of question banks." 


While not a part of the amateur re- 
struction proposal, the DOC also is asking the 
public for their opinion of a 5 wpm Novice 


eertificate. Canada does not have one at 
present. 
The suit against Jack Ravenscroft, 


VE3SR, may come to trial sooner than ex- 
pected. Jack is presently off the air as a re- 
sult of an injunction against him. He is 
accused of interfering with various nearby 
household appliances by radio. The DOC ran 
some 191 separate tests consisting of 800-900 
separate transmissions recently. 


Trial could come as early as this month. 
Over $16,000 has been collected - including 
funds from U.S. amateurs. Some 420 separate 
donations have been made to the J.R.S.D. 
(Jack Ravenscroft Susceptibility Defense) 
Fund thus far. (Box #8873, Ottawa, Ontario 


K1G 3J2) That box number is being loaned to 
the fund by the Ottawa Amateur Radio Club. 


Interfering with household appliances 
seems a little rediculous. Reminds me of a 
true case many years ago involving an elderly 
lady complaining about muffled voices coming 
from under her bed. No one was ever there. 
Months later it was determined that a neigh- 
boring ham caused the sounds by modulating 


-her rusty bed springs! 


7apeoaDpe 


q The ARRL can provide anyone with a 
computer print out by state of all scheduled 
ARRL and W5YI VE examination sessions. Any 
VEC can be added to the test schedule data- 
base by simply sending them your schedule. 


x 


; applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


SHIPPED FIRST 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1 


-50 postage 


_ {| Country and western signer, Ronnie 
Milsap, WB4KCG, participated in a public ser- 
vice announcement taping session on October 
4th. He talks about amateur radio. It will be 
aired by TV stations all around the nation on 
a "time available" basis. The project was orig- 
inated by Phil Wade, N4EPQ of the Columbia 
(SC) Amateur Radio Club. Ronnie is an active 
amateur who happened to be giving a concert 
in Columbia at the time. There were several 
"bloopers and blunders" when eutting the tape 
and the uncut version is better than the 
edited version! And did you know that hit 
singer Donnie Osmond is KATEVD? 


$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


{ Council for Amateur Radio Examining 
(CARE) Executive Director Jim Georgias, 


W9JUG, and President Tom Ingram, K40OV, 
issued a press release detailing the "Basic 
Philosophy and Purpose of CARE." The organ- 
ization will provide a neutral forum for all 
VEC's and VE's to promote the free exchange 
of ideas and information among the amateur 
testing community. CARE is open to all inter- 
ested amateurs. Ingram also emphasized that 
CARE will not interfere in any way with any 
individual VEC's testing program. The paper- 
work to incorporate CARE as a non-profit 
educational entity is just about complete. 
VEC's pay $25.00 annual dues - others sub- 
stantially less. Applications for membership 
are available from: CARE; P.O. Box #688; 
Glenview, Illinois 60025. More later. 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


{ Monday is QRP day! That's the mess- 
age that AMSAT wants to get out to OSCAR- 
10 amateur satellite users. No amateur sta- 
tion should use more than 100 watts ERP 
(effective radiated power) if it is Monday 
(UTC.) Ten watts at your 435 MHz antenna 
with a gain factor of 10 db will give you the 
100 watt figure. Spread the word. 


< 


tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


{ The California Repeater and Remote 


Base Association (Pasadena, CA) has filed a 
petition with the FCC requesting amendment 
of the FCC's rules to permit emission F8E in 
the Amateur Service above 928 MHz. (F8E is 
defined as FM analog information, two or 
more channels.) The FCC assigned the peti- 
tion file RM No. 5208. 


{ Update on Amp Supply Company. [See 


Issue #18] The Commission has .completed 


CLASS SAME DAY! 


WSYI REPORT... 


Page #7 


December 1, 1985 


their investigation of Amp Supply Company of 
Raleigh, North Carolina. They were charged 
with violating the linear amplifier marketing 
rules. The Norfolk FCC field office has sub- 
mitted an interim report indicating that the 
firm did indeed violate the rules. A citation 
has been issued. FCC rules forbid domestic 
marketing of any device capable of amplifying 
transmissions between 24 and 35 MHz ...and 
this includes the ten meter ham band. 


{@ Lee R. Shoblom, the individual that 


| filed a petition with the FCC to gain permis- 


sion to use an amateur frequency for news 
gathering is a ham. Shoblom, president of 


London Bridge Broadcasting, is the licensee of 
a low power television station. His ham eall is 
K6ADA and he lives on London Bridge Road 
in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. He wants to 
use amateur equipment and frequencies to 
send news to his LPTV station for later re- 
droadeast. ATV equipment is lower priced and 
the spectrum is not used in his remote area 
by anyone. I tried to telephone him, but he 
has an unlisted telephone. 


{ A 28 year old electronic bulletin 
dDoard operator has pleaded no contest to 
facilitating computer fraud. Mark D. Brown 
operated a pirate BBS called "The Phun- 
house" which offered callers other people's 
Visa/MasterCard numbers and long distance 
telephone access codes. It marked the first 
time that an operator. was held responsible for 
the contents of his system ...even though 
posted by others. 


{ Dial-A-Porn may become a thing of 
the past. The FCC issued new rules seeking 


to restrict minors' access to the sexually ex- 
plicit recordings of "High Society" magazine. 
Dial-a-porn operators can now play the moan 
& groan recordings only to those that pay by 
eredit ecard or use a pre-assigned personal ID 
code. Otherwise operators risk prosecution 
and $50,000 a day fines. Industry experts say 
that eliminating the anonymous feature of 
dial-a-porn will ruin the business. The ID code 
idea won't work since interactive automatic 
telephone equipment is prohibitively expen- 
sive. In its hey-day, dial-a-porn was receiving 
nalf a million calls a day. The revenues from 
automatic "dial it" services are shared be- 


tween the telephone company and the service. 


She said they were met in Johannesburg 
by Julius (ZS6AF) at the airport when they 
arrived in South Africa. "The club invited us 
to operate in their splendid Club House, and 
we did this, using our own radio equipment 
plus the radio club antennas and other facili- 
ties. 


Iris said their next stop is Zamibia, 
SWA, as W6QL/ZS3. She also wanted us to 
mention that all QSLs go to: YASME, P.O. 
Box #2025, Castro Valley, California 94546. 


capeoape 


MEXICO THANKS AMATEUR OPERATORS.... 


"(Mexico City, Nov. 22, UPI] The mayor 


thank all amateur radio operators in the world 
who helped to send and receive more than 320 
thousand messages after Mexico City was 
struck by a several earthquakes." 


"We also thank the amateur radio ope- 
rators in other provinces that assisted by re- 
laying traffic to people here. A total of 200 
thousand messages were sent to Mexico City 
from abroad and 120 thousand originated in 
Mexico were sent to other countries." 


"We thank the amateurs for their be- 
havior and for the help that they rendered 
Mexican government agencies such as_ the 
Minister of Internal Relations and interna- 
tional organizations like the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army and many others. Thank you 
from the City of Mexico." 

[UPI Release - Translated from Spanish.] 


cap oape 


GOINGS ON IN _CANADA.... 


Apparently we published our announce- 
ment about what the Canadian government 
might have in store for its amateurs a little 
early. The paper entitled "Discussion Paper on 
a Possible Restructuring of the Amateur 
Radio Service in Canada’ (Notice No. TRS- 
021-85) wasn't published in the Canada 


Gazette until November 16th. We released it 
a week early. 


The DOC (Department of Communica- 
tions) is asking for comments from the general 
public, especially from persons who are inter- 
ested in becoming radio amateurs. Comments 


WSYI REPORT... 


of Mexico City and Mexican officials wish to: 
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elose on May 14, 1986. The Canada Gazette 
said that "if implemented, regulations, policies 
and procedures would be updated in the light 
of today's technology and operating environ- 
ment." Among other things, a new entry level 
no-code VHF amateur radio license is sug- 
gested. 


Like our own FCC, the DOC has made 
it known that due to staff cutbacks, amateurs 
will have to take on more responsibility for 
administration of the service. Apparently the 
DOC is thinking about volunteer testing in 
Canada, too, since one report mentioned the 
need for "preparation of question banks." 


While not a part of the amateur re- 
struction proposal, the DOC also is asking the 
public for their opinion of a 5 wpm Novice 


certificate. Canada does not have one at 
present. 
The suit against Jack Ravenscroft, 


VE3SR, may come to trial sooner than ex- 
pected. Jack is presently off the air as a re- 
sult of an injunction against him. He is 
accused of interfering with various nearby 
household appliances by radio. The DOC’ ran 
some 191 separate tests consisting of 800-900 
separate transmissions recently. 


Trial could come as early as this month. 
Over $16,000 has been collected - including 
funds from U.S. amateurs. Some 420 separate 
donations have been made to the J.R.S.D. 
(Jack Ravenseroft Susceptibility Defense) 
Fund thus far. (Box #8873, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1G 3J2) That box number is being loaned to 
the fund by the Ottawa Amateur Radio Club. 


Interfering with household appliances 
seems a little rediculous. Reminds me of a 
true case many years ago involving an elderly 
lady complaining about muffled voices coming 
from under her bed. No one was ever there. 
Months later it was determined that a neigh- 
boring ham caused the sounds by modulating 
her rusty bed springs! 

q The ARRL ean provide anyone with a 
computer print out by state of all scheduled 
ARRL and W5SYI VE examination sessions. Any 
VEC can be added to the test schedule data- 
base by simply sending them your schedule. 
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W Zx2 


Private Radio Bureau, ruled "Temporary ope- 
rating authority ...is granted only to appli- 
cants already licensed in the Amateur Ser- KC6, KG4, KX6 also reserved.] 
vice. No person who is not already licensed |"C" GENERAL CLASS 1x3 
and whose qualifications have not been re- Prefix assignment order: 
viewed and approved by the Commission is 
granted temporary operating authority. This 
includes persons who enter the Amateur Ser- 
vice as Technician, General, Advanced or 
Amateur Extra Class operators." 


tie.] 


"D" NOVICE CLASS 2x3 


KL/WL for Alaska; 
eertain KC4's reserved for Antarcticia.] 


",,.n0 person ean be licensed without a 
review of that person's qualifications by the 
Commission. Section 303(1) of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 ...authorizes the Commis- 
sion to issue operator licenses to “persons 
who are found to be qualified by the Commis- 
sion.’ Until the information contained in the 
license application has been reviewed and 
evaluated by the Commission, no determina- 
tion can be made concerning the applicant's 
character and other qualifications.” 

Action: FCC, Private Radio Bureau, 11/13/85. 


ap eape 


your application. 


retain a current call sign. 


‘CALL SIGN ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM RE-ISSUED 
less you are modifying your mailing address. 
The FCC released a _ six-page Public 
Notice on November 8, 1985, detailing the 
Amateur Radio Station Call Sign Assignment 
System. The call sign assignment program was 
initially released to the public on March 24, 
1978. Evidently call sign inquiries to the gov- 
ernment made its re-issuance neecessary. 


eation FCC Form 610. 


are obsolete and may not be used. 


In capsule form, the FCC said that... 
(1.) All new and changed eall signs are 
assigned according to operator class and mail- 
ing address district. Part §97.51 of the Ama- 
teur Radio Service regulations require that 
eall signs be assigned systematically. 


group change at the time of upgrade. 


quest a change. 

Group & License Class: Call Sign Format: that you will retain your current call sign. 
"A" AMATEUR EXTRA 2x2, 2x1,AA-AK 2x2 

Prefix assignment order: AAxl to AKxl1, KAx1 

to KZx1, NAxl to NZx1, WAxl1 to WZx1l & 

AAx2 to AKx2. (Then Group B) [AH/KH/- 

NH/WH reserved for Pacific, AL/KL/NL/- 

WL reserved for Alaska; KP/NP/WP re- 

served for Atlantic.] 

"B" ADVANCED CLASS 2x2 : 

Prefix assignment order: KA9x2, KA1x2 - then 

KBx2 to KZx2, NAx2 to NZx2, WAx2 to 


within 2 years of the license expiration date. 


group are assigned. 


December 1, 1985 


(Then Group C.) [AH reserved for 
Pacifie; AL for Alaska, KP for Atlantic. 


Nx3, Wx3 (Then 
Group D.) [KH/NH/WH reserved for Pacific, 
KL/NL/WL for Alaska, NP/WP for Atlan- 


Prefix assignment order: KAx3 to KZx3, WAx3 
to WZx3. [KH, WH reserved for Pacific; 


KP/WP for Atlantic; 


(2.) Call signs are always selected by the FCC. 
Requests for specific call signs are not honored. 
Such requests result in processing delays for 


(3.) A call sign will not be changed unless the 
licensee specifically requests and is eligible for 
a change. The licensee always has the option to 


(4.) Licensees already holding Group "A" call 
signs are not eligible for call sign changes un- 


(5.) To request a call sign change, an eligible 
liensee must place a mark in Item 2E of appli- 
Effective January 1986, 
application editions dated prior to June - 1984 


(6.) Licensees who are upgrading to a higher 
operator class are eligible to request a call sign 


(7.) Licensees who are changing their address 
to a different radio district must make a choice 
to either (a.) retain their call sign or (b.) re- 
Failure to mark Item 2E means 


(8.) Licensees may retain the same call sign if 
the FCC Form 610 is received by the FCC 


(9.) When all call signs within a prefix have 
been assigned, the assignment is made from the 
next consecutive block within the group. When 
all prefix blocks within a group have been 
assigned, then call signs from the next lower 


{ Country and western signer, Ronnie 
Milsap, WB4KCG, participated in a public ser- 
vice announcement taping session on October 
Ath. He talks about amateur radio. It will be 
aired by TV stations all around the nation on 
a "time available" basis. The project was orig- 
inated by Phil Wade, N4EPQ of the Columbia 
(SC) Amateur Radio Club. Ronnie is an active 
amateur who happened to be giving a concert 
in Columbia at the time. There were several 
"bloopers and blunders" when cutting the tape 
| and the uneut version is better than the 
edited version! 
singer Donnie Osmond is KATEVD? 


$3.00 + $1.00 postage 


FCC-Novice Element 2 Test $1.00 + 50¢ postage 
$3.00 + $1.50 postage 


{ Council for Amateur Radio Examining 
(CARE) Executive Director Jim Georgias, 


W9JUG, and President Tom Ingram, K4OOV, 
issued a press release detailing the "Basic 
Philosophy and Purpose of CARE." The organ- 
ization will provide a neutral forum for all 
VEC's and VE's to promote the free exchange 
of ideas and information among the amateur 
testing community. CARE is open to all inter- 
ested amateurs. Ingram also emphasized that 
CARE will not interfere in any way with any 
individual VEC's testing program. The paper- 
| work to incorporate CARE as a non-profit 
educational entity is just about complete. 
VEC's pay $25.00 annual dues - others sub- 
stantially less. Applications for membership 
are available from: CARE; P.O. Box #688; 
Glenview, Illinois 60025. More later. 


FCC-Extra Cl. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC-Tech/Gen. Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 
FCC-Advanced Study Guide $5.00 + $1.50 postage 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


{| Monday is QRP day! That's the mess- 
age that AMSAT wants to get out to OSCAR- 
10 amateur satellite users. No amateur sta- 
tion should use more than 100 watts ERP 
(effective radiated power) if it is Monday 
(UTC.) Ten watts at your 435 MHz antenna 
with a gain factor of 10 db will give you the 
100 watt figure. Spread the word. 


THE ANSWERS TO ALL FCC TESTS ARE AVAILABLE! FCC-Novice Study Guide 


The W5YI Report, even though a VEC in all regions 
has been given permission by the FCC to distribute 


license preparation materials as a convenience to 
applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


{ The California Repeater and Remote 
Base Association (Pasadena, CA) has filed a 


petition with the FCC requesting amendment 
of the FCC's rules to permit emission F8E in 
the Amateur Service above 928 MHz. (F8E is 
defined as FM analog information, two or 
more channels.) The FCC assigned the peti- 
tion file RM No. 5208. 


FAST SERVICE! 
SHIPPED FIRST 
CLASS SAME DAY! 


{ Update on Amp Supply Company. [See 


Issue #18] The Commission has .completed 


W5YI REPORT 


' P.O. Box #10101 


Dallas, Texas 75207 
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And did you know that hit | 
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their investigation of Amp Supply Company of 
Raleigh, North Carolina. They were charged 
with violating the linear amplifier marketing 
rules. The Norfolk FCC field office has sub- 
mitted an interim report indicating that the 
firm did indeed violate the rules. A citation 
has been issued. FCC rules forbid domestic 
marketing of any device capable of amplifying 
transmissions between 24 and 35 MHz ...and 
this includes the ten meter ham band. 


{ Lee R. Shoblom, the individual that 
filed a petition with the FCC to gain permis- 


sion to use an amateur frequency for news 
gathering is a ham. Shoblom, president of 


London Bridge Broadcasting, is the licensee of 
a low power television station. His ham call is 
K6ADA and he lives on London Bridge Road 
in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. He wants to 
use amateur equipment and frequencies to 
send news to his LPTV station for later re- 
droadeast. ATV equipment is lower priced and 
the spectrum is not used in his remote area 
by anyone. I tried to telephone him, but he 
has an unlisted telephone. 


q A 28 year old electronic bulletin 
board operator has pleaded no contest to 
facilitating computer fraud. Mark D. Brown 
operated a pirate BBS called "The Phun- 
house" which offered callers other people's 
Visa/MasterCard numbers and long distance 
telephone access codes. It marked the first 
time that an operator. was held responsible for 
the contents of his system ...even though 
posted by others. 


{ Dial-A-Porn may become a thing of 
the past. The FCC issued new rules seeking 


to restrict minors' access to the sexually ex- 
plicit recordings of "High Society" magazine. 
Dial-a-porn operators can now play the moan 
& groan recordings only to those that pay by 
eredit ecard or use a pre-assigned personal ID 
eode. Otherwise operators risk prosecution 
and $50,000 a day fines. Industry experts say 
that eliminating the anonymous feature of 
dial-a-porn will ruin the business. The ID code 
idea won't work since interactive automatic 
telephone equipment is prohibitively expen- 
sive. In its hey-day, dial-a-porn was receiving 
nalf a million calls a day. The revenues from 
automatic "dial it" services are shared be- 
tween the telephone company and the service. 


DON'T FORGET OUR ANNUAL XMAS OFFER! 
Renew your own subscription for $21.00 
and "gift" another subscription for half price 
($10.50). Or you might want to help a ham 
friend upgrade. Tech/General, Advanced or 
Extra Class Manuals contain all FCC ques- 
tions, answers and distractors - Only $5.00 
each plus $1.50 (first class) postage. FCC 
PART 97 RULE BOOK - $3.00 plus $1.50 
postage. SUPER NOVICE Package has over 
350 pages of information and is only $13.95. 
(Contains 3 different manuals plus 0-5 wpm 
code tape, Novice test & FCC Form 610.) 


+ De ape 


KENTUCKY HAM ANTENNA ORDINANCE.... 


WMA4T, John A. Thernes of Lakeside 
Park, Kentucky, a suburb of Covington, filed 
a zoning request to install a seventy foot 
tower with an eight foot mast and two HF 
antennas in 1983. Detailed engineering and 
safety hazard plans were provided. He was 
denied a permit for the tower ...or any type 
of antenna for that matter. A request for a 
zoning variance was also turned down. In des- 
peration, John erected a dipole antenna be- 
tween two trees at a height of 20 feet. 


In the Fall of 1983, Thernes filed suit 
against the city in Federal District Court. 
Arguments were heard in Septemer 1984. He 
lost that case, too. An appeal to the Sixth 
Circuit Court in Cincinnati coneluded in Sep- 
tember of 1985. John is now awaiting a deci- 
sion from that court. Testimony and comments 
indicate that favorable action might be forth- 
coming. "They ‘beat up” on the city's attor- 
ney real bad," John said. 


tremendously was. the fact that PRB-1 was 
rendered by the FCC on the 16th of Septem- 
ber and was released on the 18th, the day 
before our court hearing. That document was 
entered into the appeals court and is on the 
record. We are now awaiting an opinion." 


In the meantime, the city fathers of 
Lakeside Park are trying to pass an emer- 
geney ordinance under the guise that they 
need to regulate satellite dishes in their com- 
munity. It is due to be voted on at a Decem- 
ber 9th City Council meeting. At a November 
council meeting, the city went in front of the 
Northern Kentucky Municipal Planning and 


W5YI REPORT ececee 


"One of the things that helped this case. 
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Zoning Commission for approval to modify 
their ordinance that pertains to antennas. 
They were given that approval. The first 
reading of the new ordinance was to have 
been November 11, but this was delayed be- 
cause they had not yet received written per- 
mission from the zoning commission to carry 
that out. 


The ordinance will allow towers only 15 
feet over a maximum residence height of 35 
feet and "Any tower or auxilliary equipment 
shall be attached to the residence and no sta- 
tion or related operating equipment shall be 
housed in a separate, detached existing build- 
ing." 


The measure also specifically prohibits 
"disturbance to, restriction of, impeding or in 
any way affecting the reception of radio 
waves, messages and sound by equipment on 
adjoining properties or in a general region of 
the installation" ...an obvious attempt to leg- 
islate TVI prevention. 


An emergency reading of the new ordi- 
nance will be held at the December 9th City 
Council meeting. John needs you help -—- espe- 
cially if you are a lawyer or can write a leg- 
ally convincing letter. He would appreciate it 
if amateurs all over the country would write 
the city fathers of Lakeside Park giving rea- 
sons why the antenna ordinance should be 
struck down. 


Address the letter to: The City of 
Lakeside Park; City Council; 9 Buttermilk 
Pike; Lakeside Park, Kentucky 41017 with a 
copy to John/WM4T at: 60 Locust Avenue; 
Covington, KY 41017. It must arrive before 
December 9th. Can you help? 


ED +a 


ALA. QWNERS SEEK NEW _COORDINATOR.... 


Apparently Alabama repeater owners 
aren't as happy with the 20-kHz 2-meter band 
plan as Alabama Repeater Council president, 
Tom Ingram, K4OOV, would like to have you 
believe. 


Meeting in Birmingham on November 
16th, repeater owners have now decided that 
they want their repeater coordination to be 


conducted on a regional rather than a state 
basis. They cite serious problems resulting 
from adoption of a band plan different from 
that of neighboring states. "Alabema has been 
made an island." 


Repeater owners are in the process of 
forming the Alabama District of the CVRA, 
Carolina Virginia Repeater Association. "We 
think we ultimately will have enough owners, 
votes and support to do it." In addition to the 
Carolinas and Virginia, neighboring Georgia 
and Tennessee are coordinated by CVRA and 
Mississippi is considering it. 


At the invitation of Alabama repeater 
owners, CVRA representatives made a presen- 
tation at the meeting. It was agreed to peti- 
tion for membership in CVRA. Although more 
attended the Birmingham meeting, apparently 
it takes only ten repeater owners to do this. 
Section 6 of the CVRA Bylaws spells this out. 


Even if the majority of Alabama's re- 
peater owners elect to remain with the Ala- 
bama Repeater Council, these repeater own- 


license preparation materials, My age is at least 18 years old. 


“in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


coordinated by CVRA, I was told. That is, of 
course, assuming that CVRA accepts their 
petition. There are 192 amateur repeaters in 
Alabama and over a hundred owners. Less 
than a couple of dozen attended the meeting. 


"It's a beginning. It is hard to get re- 
peater owners to join a group that does not 
yet exist. We decided to go ahead and peti- 
tion now." Pete Oliver, WA4MHO, and Charles 
Hale, WA4PJE, were elected the interim Di- 
rector and Vice Director of the Alabama Dis- 
trict of the CVRA until elections can be held. 


Once accepted by CVRA, a statewide 
membership drive will be carried out. A poll 
will be conducted asking who should represent 
them and which VHF band plan should be 
adopted ...15 or 20 kHz. "Every repeater 
owner will be contacted, something that 
should have been done to begin with. Finally, 
after all these months they finally will get a 
chance to let their wishes be known." If the 
majority of Alabama's repeater want a 
change, then "a new band plan will be imple- 
mented on a case-by-case basis one at a time 
...and over a period of time." 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


‘eate (optional) is also available ‘for $1.00. Details and accredi- 
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BRITAIN'S RADIO LASER 558 GOES QRT.... 


‘Laser 558' the American financed AM 
pirate radio station that operated off Brit- 
ain's shore is no more! 


The questionably legal pop music station 
has been broadeasting from international wat- 
ers unlicensed for more than a year on the 
AM dial at 558 kHz. The United Kingdom has 
a 9-kHz AM band plan — hence the weird fre- 


quency. 


The station, manned by young American 
DJ's, operated from the 440-ton "Communica- 
tor" moored off the Thames Estuary outside 
of British territorial limits. The vessel, ope- 
rated by an U.S. owned entrepreneural radio 
company, sailed under a Panamanian flag. 
They hoped to attract advertising revenues. 


It went off the air three. weeks ago 
during a storm. It was England's most popular 
radio station — must to the dismay of the 


British Department of Trade. 


The Trade Department has kept a:very 
elose wateh on both Radio Laser 558 and 


Radio Caroline -- a rival pop pirate also 


transmitting from the North Sea. The British 
government has been photographing all visit- 
ing vessels, monitoring radio transmissions and 
building up dossiers for possible prosecution. 


A distress call by the ship's master was’ 
answered by the Gardine Tracker, a surveil- 
lance vessel ordered by London authorities (at 
a eost of over $70,000 a month) to keep a 
watch on the station. 


Conditions, described as ‘'‘horrendous', 
aboard the vessel deteriorated sharply over 
the last 60 days with reported outbreaks of 
dysentry and scurvy. The presence of the sur- 
veillance ship had deterred delivery of needed 
supplies. There was little food or water on 
board. 


On November 6th the crew said they 
had enough. The ship was towed into Harwich 
port as fans watched and mourned. Police and 
immigration officials are now interviewing the 
ship's crew. Radio Caroline, however, still 
operates — as it has for some 15 years now! 


WSYI REPORT..... 
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DON'T FORGET OUR ANNUAL XMAS OFFER! 
Renew your own subscription for $21.00 
and "gift" another subscription for half price 
($10.50). Or you might want to help a ham 
friend upgrade. Tech/General, Advanced or 
Extra Class Manuals contain all FCC ques- 
tions, answers and distractors - Only $5.00 
each plus $1.50 (first class) postage. FCC 
PART 97 RULE BOOK - $3.00 plus $1.50 
postage. SUPER NOVICE Package has over 
350 pages of information and is only $13.95. 
(Contains 3 different manuals plus 0-5 wpm 
eode tape, Novice test & FCC Form 610.) 


SD ae 


KENTUCKY HAM ANTENNA ORDINANCE.... 


WM4T, John A. Thernes of Lakeside 
Park, Kentucky, a suburb of Covington, filed 
a zoning request to install a seventy foot 
tower with an eight foot mast and two HF 
antennas in 1983. Detailed engineering and 
safety hazard plans were provided. He was 
denied a permit for the tower ...or any type 
of antenna for that matter. A request for a 
zoning variance was also turned down. In des- 
peration, John erected a dipole antenna be- 
tween two trees at a height of 20 feet. 


In the Fall of 1983, Thernes filed suit 
against the city in Federal District Court. 
Arguments were heard in Septemer 1984. He 
lost that case, too. An appeal to the Sixth 
Circuit Court in Cincinnati coneluded in Sep- 
tember of 1985. John is now awaiting a deci- 
sion from that court. Testimony and comments 
indicate that favorable action might be forth- 
coming. "They “beat up’ on the city's attor- 
ney real bad," John said. 


"One of the things that helped this case 
tremendously was. the fact that PRB-1 was 
rendered by the FCC on the 16th of Septem- 
ber and was released on the 18th, the day 
before our court hearing. That document was 
entered into the appeals court and is on the 
record. We are now awaiting an opinion." 


In the meantime, the city fathers of 
Lakeside Park are trying to pass an emer- 
geney ordinance under the guise that they 
need to regulate satellite dishes in their com- 
munity. It is due to be voted on at a Decem- 
ber 9th City Council meeting. At a November 
council meeting, the city went in front of the 
Northern Kentucky Municipal Planning and 


Zoning Commission for approval to modify 
their ordinance that pertains to antennas. 
They were given that approval. The first 
reading of the new ordinance was to have 
been November 11, but this was delayed be- 
cause they had not yet received written per- 
mission from the zoning commission to carry 
that out. 


The ordinance will allow towers only 15 
feet over a maximum residence height of 35 
feet and "Any tower or auxilliary equipment 
shall be attached to the residence and no sta- 
tion or related operating equipment shall be 
housed in a separate, detached existing build- 
ing." 


The measure also specifically prohibits 


"disturbance to, restriction of, impeding or in 
any way affecting the reception of radio 
waves, messages and sound by equipment on 
adjoining properties or in a general region of 
the installation" ...an obvious attempt to leg- 
islate TVI prevention. 


An emergency reading of the new ordi- 
nance will be held at the December 9th City 
Council meeting. John needs you help -- espe- 
cially if you are a lawyer or can write a leg- 
ally convincing letter. He would appreciate it 
if amateurs all over the country would write 
the city fathers of Lakeside Park giving rea- 
sons why the antenna ordinance should be 
struck down. 


Address the letter to: The City of 
Lakeside Park; City Council; 9 Buttermilk 
Pike; Lakeside Park, Kentucky 41017 with a 
copy to John/WMA4T at: 60 Locust Avenue; 
Covington, KY 41017. It must arrive before 
December 9th. Can you help? 


capo ape 


ALA. QWNERS SEEK NEW COORDINATOR.... 


Apparently Alabama repeater owners 
aren't as happy with the 20-kHz 2-meter band 
plan as Alabama Repeater Council president, 
Tom Ingram, K4OOV, would like to have you 
believe, 


Meeting in Birmingham on November 
16th, repeater owners have now decided that 
they want their repeater coordination to be 
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that amateur radio operators render during 


times of emergeney. Raphael also wanted it 
known that there were many other SIRA ham 


members that assisted during the crises. 


o> + ee 


FCC ON VE/VEC GRANTING OF WAIVERG.... 


On October 12th we wrote the FCC 


-asking guidance on the granting of rule waiv- 


ers. As a VEC, we are constantly receiving 
requests from VE's and applicants alike for 
permission to deviate slightly frm the rules. 
We specifically asked about two recent re- 
quests. 


One was from a Jim Gustafson, 5Z4JD, 
an (Extra Class licensed) American in Nairobi, 
Kenya, East Africa. He inquired about the 
possibility of conducting a volunteer examina- 
tion session with two Extra Class and one 
Advanced Class volunteer examiner. The rules 
require that all Morse code tests above the 
Novice level — and the Advanced/Extra Class 
written tests be given by a team of three 
Extra Class level VE's. 


The other request for a waiver came 


from a John E. Mulville (KAGTNS) of Moravia, 


Iowa. He submitted medical evidence (a affi- 
davit written by a physician) that medication 
that he is taking for his mental condition 
would have an detrimental effect of his abil- 
ity to pass a Morse code test. He requested 
that the VE give him credit for the 13 wpm 
eode test without examination. The VE team 
forwarded the waiver request to the VEC 
office for action. We sent it to Ray Kowalski, 
Chief of the FCC's Special Services Division 
in Washington, DC. 


In a November 15th letter, Kowalski 
affirmed the facet that VEC's and VE's do not 
have the authority to grant waivers of the 
rules for any reason. In responding to the 
waiver request to deviate from the three VE 
rule, Ray said that while only the Commmis- 
sion has the authority to grant waivers, 
",..you could anticipate that such a waiver 
would be denied. To establish such a prece- 
dent by waiving the [three VE] requirement 
eould easily lead to many similar requests, all 
of which would attempt to show a unique 
circumstance which would tend to make 


compliance with the three VE's requirement a 
hardship." 


With respect to the second situation, 
Kowalski said, "...the Commission does not 
entertain waiver requests to dispense with the 
telegraphy examination. That requirement is 
so basic to the Amateur Service that waivers: 
of it are not granted. However, the VEC's 
should make every effort to accommodate 
applicants with physical or mental problems." 


"VEC's cannot be empowered to grant 
or deny waivers because this agency would be 
remiss in fulfilling its statutory obligations if. 
it were to delegate away powers that the 
Congress had specifically bestowed upon it." 


° eS Geo 


ON NOVICE TEMP, OPERATING AUTHORITY 


The FCC has denied and dismissed our 
proposal to provide for temporary operating 
authority for the Novice Class operator. 


All amateur classes have provision in 
the rules for immediate (temporary) radio ope- . 
rating authority after successfully passing 
license requirements except the Novice Class. 
It seemed to us that the only reason for this 
is that the Novice operator does not yet have 
a call sign on which to append a temporary 
identifier code. 


To remedy this, we proposed that the 
applicant be allowed to operate on the Novice 
bands temporarily with the volunteer exami- 
ner's amateur radio call sign appended with a 
unique "/KN" identifier until the new Novice 
license arrives - about 30 days. An additional 
letter or numerical suffix could be added 
where more than one Novice test has been 
given by the examiner. 


We argued that this would allow an 
additional benefit without additional cost or 
workload to the Commission. "We foresee no 
enforcement or station identification problem 
in that each volunteer examiner would know 
who he has administered Novice examinations 
to. The FCC would be able to identify the 
new Novice by contacting the volunteer exam- 
iner." 


Robert Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 
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foot sticking out of the beach. That meant 
that the mud was over sixty feet deep and 
the whole city was buried... erased from the 
map. 


NEWS MEDIA GETS MOMBIAN UPDATES... 


Not only was Estevez valuable in noti- 
fying government officials, but in assisting 
the news media as well. Much good PR work 
was done on behalf of amateur radio. Many 
(about a dozen) AM, FM and television sta- 
tions jammed Raphael's ham shack seeking 
first hand information about the tragedy. 
Miami TV channel 7 operated live from his 
ham shack. 


Estevez said he refused to let any 


broadcaster gather news at his ham station. 


although "there were other amateur stations 
that did. I heard newscasters on twenty 
meters whose voices I recognized." He said he 
told the broadeasters that he would give them 
the information or they could listen but that 
they could not speak directly with Colombia 
over his equipment. 


SURVIVOR LISTS FLOWN TO MIAMI.... 


It was easier to account for the living 
rather than the dead so it was arranged that 
computer lists of survivors would be flown to 
Miami. Estevez, who was active during the 
Mexican earthquake crisis, said that the 
Colombian situation was different. There was 
no one left in Armero, the hardest hit, to 
contact to get information. Probably ten 
thousand are still buried in the mud. 


Estevez got the first list on Sunday, 
November 17th, via air courier (Tampa Air- 
lines) directly from HK3BSH, Raphael Avila, 
in Bogata — about 80 miles away. A second 
list of about 2,000 more survivors (and those 
hospitalized) has now just arrived (about 5,000 
total), from Armero, Chinchina and Mariquita. 
All three cities are located at the base of 
Nevado del Ruiz along the Lagunilla, Gauli 
and Claro Rivers which are fed from its sides. 


These lists have been turned over to 
the Red Cross. SIRA has also set up two "hot 
line" telephone numbers which the public can 
use to get information. (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 


p.m., telephone [305] 883-6737. 5:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m., [305] 883-5300). The Spanish Infor- 
mation Network, SIN, with 200 plus television 
stations in the U.S. is broadeasting the list of 
survivors in a 'crawl' at the bottom of the 
sereen during regular TV programming. SIN is 
also publicizing the SIRA "hot line" numbers 
so that viewers can get additional informa- 
tion. Already over 200 calls have been re- 
ceived. 


Even British ham stations have checked 
into SIRA's network several times to obtain 
information about the Colombian crisis. The 
United Kingdom, we understand, has autho- 
rized two English ham stations (G4TVA and 
G4RLZ) to pass third party traffic related to 
the Colombian disaster. Glenn Baxter, 
K1IMAN, in Maine is transmitting lists of 


Colombian voleano survivors worldwide on HF 


via RTTY. 


HURRICANE HITS DURING COLOMBIA CRISIS 


When hurricane "Kate" was getting 
close to Cuba and Florida, "Radio Marti", the 
Reagan administration's AM news. station 
beamed to Cuba, contacted Estevez to learn 
what was going on in Cuba. SIRA set up three 
monitoring stations (WB4LZR, KB4AW - 
Estevez's wife and KB4LXE.) They listened to 
40 and 80 meter Cuban amateur stations tell 
about the pressure dropping and hurricane 
damage raking the island. "Radio Marti" was 
able to broadeast Cuban happenings from 
Florida's key west in real time! They probably 
never figured out how it was done! 


SIRA was able to report that 260,000 
Cubans were evacuated...that fifty percent of 
Havana was without electricity. This and 
other information was also fed to Miami radio 
and television stations. CNN, the cable news 
network, telephoned SIRA for an interview 
and broadeast (live via telephone) on-the-air 
updated Cuban hurricane damage reports 
gathered on amateur radio! 


Estevez had his hands full working two 
major disasters at the same time and three 
during the last couple of months ...and all in 
Spanish! The Miami Herald did a nice feature 
on the public service efforts of SIRA and 
gave an excellent "plug" to the assistance 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engaged 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


operator license revoked or suspended. I do not own a significant — 
license preparation materials, My age is at least 18 years old. 


"T am a,currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 
wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station or 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 
of your Extra Class license, this signed statement, and a SASE 
to: W5YI-VEC; P.O. Box #10101; Dallas, Texas 75207. A certif- 
cate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 


under "The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


conducted on a regional rather than a state 
basis. They cite serious problems resulting 
from adoption of a band plan different from 
that of neighboring states. "Alabema has been 
made an island." 


Repeater owners are in the process of 
forming the Alabama District of the CVRA, 
Carolina Virginia Repeater Association. "We 
think we ultimately will have enough owners, 
votes and support to do it." In addition to the 
Carolinas and Virginia, neighboring Georgia 
and Tennessee are coordinated by CVRA and 
Mississippi is considering it. 


At the invitation of Alabama repeater 
owners, CVRA representatives made a presen- 
tation at the meeting. It was agreed to peti- 
tion for membership in CVRA. Although more 
attended the Birmingham meeting, apparently 
it takes only ten repeater owners to do this. 
Section 6 of the CVRA Bylaws spells this out. 


Even if the majority of Alabama's re- 
peater owners elect to remain with the Ala- 
bama Repeater Council, these repeater own- 


coordinated by CVRA, I was told. That is, of 
course, assuming that CVRA accepts their 
petition. There are 192 amateur repeaters in 
Alabama and over a hundred owners. Less 
than a couple of dozen attended the meeting. 


"It's a beginning. It is hard to get re- 
peater owners to join a group that does not 
yet exist. We decided to go ahead and peti- 
tion now." Pete Oliver, WA4MHO, and Charles 
Hale, WA4PJE, were elected the interim Di- 
rector and Vice Director of the Alabama Dis- 
trict of the CVRA until elections can be held. 


Once accepted by CVRA, a statewide 
membership drive will be carried out. A poll 
will be eonducted asking who should represent 
them and which VHF band plan should be 
adopted ...15 or 20 kHz. "Every repeater 
owner will be contacted, something that 
should have been done to begin with. Finally, 
after all these months they finally will get a 
chance to let their wishes be known." If the 
majority of Alabama's repeater want a 
change, then "a new band plan will be imple- 
mented on a case-by-case basis one at a time 
...and over a period of time." 


WSYI REPORT sec. 


ers can form the Alabama District and be: 


Page #9 


December 1, 1985 


BRITAIN'S RADIO LASER 558 GOES Tee 


‘Laser 558' the American financed AM 
pirate radio station that operated off Brit- 
ain's shore is no more! 


The questionably legal pop music station 
has been broadeasting from international wat- 
ers unlicensed for more than a year on the 
AM dial at 558 kHz. The United Kingdom has 
a 9-kHz AM band plan — hence the weird fre- 


quency. 


The station, manned by young American 
DJ's, operated from the 440-ton "Communica- 
tor" moored off the Thames Estuary outside 
of British territorial limits. The vessel, ope- 
rated by an U.S. owned entrepreneural radio 
company, sailed under a Panamanian flag. 
They hoped to attract advertising revenues. 


It went off the air three. weeks ago 
during a storm. It was England's most popular 
radio station — must to the dismay of the 


British Department of Trade. 


The Trade Department has kept a very 
close watch on both Radio Laser 558 and 


Radio Caroline -- a vival pop pirate also 


transmitting from the North Sea. The British 
government has been photographing all visit- 
ing vessels, monitoring radio transmissions and 
building up dossiers for possible prosecution. 


A distress call by the ship's master was. 
answered by the Gardine Tracker, a surveil- 
lanee vessel ordered by London authorities (at 
a cost of over $70,006 a month) to keep a 
watch on the station. 


Conditions, described as 'horrendous', 
aboard the vessel deteriorated sharply over 
the last 60 days with reported outbreaks of 
dysentry and scurvy. The presence of the sur- 
veillanee ship had deterred delivery of needed 
supplies. There was little food or water on 
board. 


On November 6th the crew said they 
had enough. The ship was towed into Harwich 
port as fans watched and mourned. Police and 
immigration officials are now interviewing the 
ship's erew. Radio Caroline, however, still 
operates — as it has for some 15 years now! 
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Clipperton FO@XX QSL ecards are being 
answered daily now, so hang in there! Due to 
the incredible number of cards received (over 
14,000 have already been mailed) and the de- 
lay in printing the cards (caused by the Expe- 
dition members' wanting to select the out- 
standing slide from hundreds taken), the cards 
will not all be in the mail until the end of 
November. The Clipperton DXpedition asks 
that you not send in duplicate card requests. 


[Excerpted from a note dated Nov. 11, 1985.] 


abe ape 


UPDATED VEC INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED.... 


The FCC has issued an updated set of 
instructions to VECs (dated 11/18/85.) There 
were few changes or additions. 


(1.) - VEC's may provide VE's with application 
forms (FCC Form 610). These forms can be 
obtained from the FCC or the forms can be 
duplicated as long as the copies are exact 
duplicates of the FCC form, including paper 
size, weight, color, etc. Only the June, 1984, 


and_later editions may be used in the VEC 
System. 


I spoke to the FCC about this, and 
apparently they are receiving all sorts of 
different/modified 610's and had to start 
clamping down. I asked if a photocopy could 
be used and was told it:could be as long as it 
met the above conditions. The photocopy 
should contain both sides on a single sheet of 
paper ...not two separate sheets of paper. Do 
not add to or subtract anything from the 
. form. 


When questioned about the necessity of 
having the copied "610" being the same color 
(buff) as the original, I was told that ideally 
it should be. Few VE's have the capability to 
photocopy in "buff". If you are a VE, the best 
bet is to order in a supply (about 25) of FCC 
Form 610 applications from Gettysburg and 
keep them on hand for future use. Write: FCC 
- General Radio Branch; Attention: Larry 


Weikert; P.O. Box #1020; Gettysburg, PA 
17325. He'll get them right out to you. 
(2.) On "Temporary Operation" - A ecandi- 


date who has successfully passed the examina- 
tion requirements for a higher class license 


may operate on a temporary basis (up to 365 
days) only if the candidate has an FCC-issued 
amateur radio license. No VEC or VE may 
issue any license, permit or operating autho- 
rity. The Certificate of Successful Completion 
of Examination is to be issued to each candi- 
date who scores a passing grade. 


(3.) "The FCC does not entertain waiver 
requests to dispense with, or lower, any oper- 
ator qualification requirement. VEC's do not 
have the authority to grant any wavier of the 
Commission's rules." [It is our opinion that 
the last two additions came as a result of our 
inquiries. See page 3.] 


(4.) VE's and VEC's should follow the in- 
structions contained in PR Bulletin 1035 when 
suggesting new or revised examination ques- 
tions. Submit the proposed question on a sin- 
gle 84"x11" sheet of paper showing the fol- 
lowing. 

(a.) The test element (2, 3, 4A or 4B) for 

which the question is proposed. 


(b.) The study guide topic upon which the 
question is based. 

(e.) The question and the answer. 

(d.) One or more reference sources which 
confirm the correct answer. (Examples: 
FCC Rule number; textbook name and 
page number.) 

(e.) Submittor's name, address, operator 
class and amateur radio call sign. 

(f.) Proposed question review date: 

Bulletin No. License Class, Element Due: 

PR-1035A Novice - Element 2 July 1 

PR-1035B Tech/General - Element 3 Oct. 1 

PR-1035C Advanced - Element 4A Jan. 1 

PR-1035D Extra Class - Element 4B Apr. 1 


Amateurs that would like to propose topics 
which should be added or deleted from those 
listed in the syllabus (PR-1035) should do so 
on May 1 of each year. 


Actually any amateur radio operator 
ean submit new/revised examination pool 
questions. You don't have to be a VE ora 
VEC. You must, however, hold an amateur 
radio license higher than the element for 
which you are suggesting a change or addi- 
tion. All proposed questions should be sent to: 
FCC - Personal Radio Branch; Attention: 
John B. Johnston, W3BE; Washington, DC 
20554. : 


